
Be a Thought Leader:

CEO, Remix Communications

Katy Boos

Why You (and Your Clients) 
Need to Speak at Events



2

Our Session Today
• What is Thought Leadership? 

• Why Speak at Events? 

• The Importance of a Good Topic

• How Can You Get Speaking Opportunities? 

• A Few Tricks

• Go Beyond the Room



What is Thought 
Leadership?
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71% of respondents made purchase 
decisions based on interactions or 

recommendations from someone they 
perceived as a thought leader

Why Is Thought 
Leadership Important? 

- Predictive ROI 2022 Study



Chapman Survey of American Fears

American’s Fears
27% Devastating Hurricanes

26% Snakes

26% Murder by a Stranger

26% Dying

29% Public Speaking



Why Speak? Establish Yourself 
as a Thought Leader

Share your 
expertise Build your career

Grow awareness

Meet new potential 
partnersBe visible to VCs

Increase revenue

Recruiting



• What’s Your One Big Thing (OBT)?

How to Find Your Topic

• Think Differently

• Go Narrow



“If you try to make 
three points you 
make no point.”

James Carville, Political Consultant and Author



Go Narrow

The Power 
of AI

AI in Healthcare: Help or Hinderance?

Your AI Might Be Prejudiced

Streamline PR Agency Operations With AI

How AI is Changing the Way We Sell

Why AI is a Great Career for Young Women to Pursue



Before

“How to keep 
your company 

secure”



After



How do I get a 
speaking spot or a 

chance to be a 
podcast guest? 



Start with keywords:
• Security

• Cybersecurity

• Retail

• Theft

• Workplace safety



Google
• Cybersecurity + conference

• Cybersecurity + events

• Cybersecurity + agenda

• Cybersecurity + speaker



Find Events
• Media outlets
• Associations
• Event websites
• AI
• Tools



Do I fit at this event? 



Package Yourself
• Abstract (Your Topic Idea)
• Bio
• Headshot
• Video
• Past Speaking Engagements





Find event and 
podcast 
contacts and 
pitch yourself



A few 
tricks





How can I go 
beyond the room? 
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Now a takeaway 
challenge for you:

Find one event 
or podcast that 
could be a good 

fit for you.

01
Focus on one 
topic; write a 

few sentences 
about it. 

02

Pitch your idea 
to the event 
organizer or 

podcast host.

03
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Find one event 
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fit for you.
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Pitch your idea 
to the event 
organizer or 

podcast host.

03
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Just Do It: Get On Stage!



Thought 
Leadership 
Resources

/katyboos/


